
Every ten years, every resident of the
United States is counted by the U.S.
Census Bureau and those numbers de-
termine things like number of seats in
the U.S. House of Representatives, how
federal and state legislative districts are
redrawn and how federal funds are al-
located.

The data is confidential and the count
is for all residents, no matter citizenship
status.

Every uncounted person in the state
of Kansas costs its residents $2,082 in
federal funding. If just one percent of the

Kansas population is undercounted, the
state could miss out on over $600 million
in federal funding over the next decade.

For the city of Lawrence, an under-
count means losing nearly $50,000 over
the next ten years for each household
that is missed in the 2020 count.

“The 2020 Census is important for
Lawrence. It is our once in a decade
chance to count everyone,” said Xan
Wedel, the senior research data engineer
and state data center lead for Kansas
Counts.

College students count, too, as long as
they’re not living with mom and dad.

“As a college town, we face challenges
counting all of our students. Students

livingon-campuswill be counted through
the university, but all students living off-
campus need to respond,” Wedel said.

This federal funding goes toward a
variety of programs ranging from parks
to literacy programs, affordable housing
to job training. According to the web-
site for Kansas Counts, “Government,
businesses and other stakeholders use
census data for infrastructure and trans-
portation planning, including emergen-
cy preparedness, disaster relief, educa-
tion funding, health tracking and disease
control and a multitude of other things.”

Census Day is April 1, but data col-
lection will start in March and continue
through August. The census can be

competed online, over the phone, by
completing a paper form, or by respond-
ing to a Census enumerator.

The Lawrence Public Libarary is
throwing a Census bash on Saturday,
March 23 from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. The
bash will celebrate the importance of the
Census, with technology available for re-
idents to fill it out on the spot.
Along with the tablets, the library have

information and activities showing the
importance of getting a complete count,
free button making activities, face paint-
ing for kids, and live music from Bad
Alaskan, a local Lawrence musician.

To learn more about the census in
Kansas, visit KansasCounts.org.
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KU research, startup company at
forefront of exosome isolation in
cancer research
You may have never heard of an

exosome, but research involving these
vesicles has boomed. Exosomes have a
variety of clinical applications, like tar-
geted drug delivery or liquid biopsies. A
Lawrence company is on the forefront
of technology that tackles the challeng-
ing process of isolating exosomes for
research.
Clara Biotech’s co-founder, Dr. Mei

He, started working with exosomes in
cancer research using ultracentrifuga-
tion.
“She saw the potential, but also saw

the major limitations in the methods
available for isolating exosomes from
samples,” said JimWest, CEO of Clara
Biotech. “Through research grants
from the NIH and USDA, she was able
to develop the platform that Clara Bio-
tech is developing today.”
He is a research associate and as-

sistant professor in the School of En-
gineering at the University of Kansas
and serves as the Chief Science Officer
of Clara Biotech. He’s lab is located in
the MultiDisciplinary Research Build-
ing on KU’s West Campus, across the
street from the company’s home in the
Bioscience and Technology Business
Center.
“Being at the BTBC is great,” West

said. “The support from the staff in nu-
merous areas has been immensely help-
ful. We’ve met some great companies
we wouldn’t have otherwise, and it has
given us a great foundation to build our
business from.”

Clara Biotech was founded in 2015
by scientists, including Dr. He, who
spent much of their careers contend-
ing with the difficulties that exist in

exosome research. The company’s cre-
ation came from the need to address
sample preparation, a major limita-
tion. Clara Biotech’s exosome isolation
platform, called ExoSS, simplifies the
process of exosome sample preparation
through improved quality, yield and re-
liability.

In April 2018, Clara Biotech was
awarded a Phase I SBIR from the Na-
tional Cancer Institute at the National
Institutes of Health. Later that same
year, the company executed an exclu-
sive patent license from the University
of Kansas.

The patented chemistry is the com-
pany’s proprietary bead technology,
which significantly increases the affin-
ity of antibody-bead interactions.

“Clara Biotech is a great example of
how university research can be spun
out of the academic setting and into
the commercial realm with tangible and
significant benefit for the public good,”
said G.R. Underwood, president of
the BTBC. “Clara’s exosome isolation
platform has the potential to not only
enable revolutionary discoveries from
therapeutics to clinical applications,
but also for creating and sustaining a
number of high-paying jobs.”

2019 was a big year
for Clara Biotech - they
launched their Exosome
Isolation Lab Service,
completed their first
paid customer pilot
projects, secured their
first investor, was a top
company at the Pure
Pitch Rally, came in first
place at the Velocity
Lee’s Summit Pub Pitch
Crawl and completed its

first project with a major player in the
pharmaceutical industry.
“The company has completed sig-

nificant customer validation activities,
and we look forward to providing a
platform any company can use to de-
velop and bring high quality exosome
products to market,” West said.
Clara Biotech will be launching its

reagent product in the summer, which
will give them a major product in the
market.The company is also develop-
ing an exosome marketplace, working
on contracts to do large volume pro-
cessing, getting Good Manufacturing
Practice (GMP) systems in place, and
developing its lab-tool automatic plat-
form.
West, a dual alumnus from KU, has

utilized interns from the university, and
being located on West Campus has
been a vital connection for Clara Bio-
tech to find resources and opportuni-
ties, and to build relationships.
Clara Biotech says its platform is vir-

tually limitless in its application, and
ExoSS is scalable in both the academic
and industrial worlds.
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The Bioscience & Technology Business Center, located on the West Campus
of the University of Kansas. In the foreground, the KU Multidisciplinary
Research Building.
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Think the Census doesn’t count? Think again.

Chamber’s AnnualMeetingHonors ATHENA, Citizen of the Years
On January 31, The Chamber honored

two outstanding award recipients. The
2019 ATHENA Award recipient was the
Hon. Jean Shepherd, pictured on the left
with Miles Schnaer, the owner of Crown
Automotive, who presents the award annu-
ally. Former Douglas County Administrator
Craig Weinaug was honored with the 2020
Citizen of the Years award, pictured on the
right with Bonnie Lowe, The Chamber’s
President and CEO.
“This is such a dynamic and supportive

community and one where the quality of life
was exactly what we wanted,” Shepherd said
in her speech.
“I will never be finished serving this com-

munity until they put me in the ground,”
Weinaug said. “Always be proud to call Law-
rence and Douglas County home.”
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